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Background

● Technology Chair / Keynote Speaker - California Career Development Association
● Career Services Specialist - Coastline College
● Adjunct Counselor / Instructor - Counseling 104: Career and Life Planning
● Presented “Best Practices: Career Exploration” - OC CTE Network
● Career Exploration - Guided Pathways Committee 
● 21st Century World of Work - Employability Skills
● Certified in MBTI and Strong Interest Inventory
● Interests / passions: Career development, counseling, education, and exploration
● Thesis: Career development activities of school counselors in predominantly Latino high schools
● Dissertation: Major and Career Decision Making for Latinx Transfer Students

https://www.linkedin.com/in/paolovarquez/
https://search.proquest.com/openview/ba1c72c66dfe3d28ab0a591f610946c2/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y


Why do you want to 
work in education?



Agenda

● Career success formula
● Exploring careers in education
● Educational institutions structures
● Understanding different classification
● Education job Search Engines



Career Success Formula 

+Self-Exploration
+Degrees / Credentials / Certificates / Licenses
+Marketing
+Relevant Experiences 
xActive Networking  
+Luck

Created by: Paolo Varquez
Career Theories: Theory of Choice Choice (Holland), Social Cognitive Career Theory (Lent, Brown, Hacket), Trait and Factor Theory of Occupational Choice (Parson) Happenstance Learning Theory (Krumboltz), Lifespan Theory (Super)

 

https://www.careers.govt.nz/resources/career-practice/career-theory-models/


Reflection



Exploring Educational Institutions Differences
● P-12

○ Preschool
○ Elementary
○ Junior High
○ High School
○ Adult / Continuation schools

● Higher Education
○ Community College
○ California State University (CSU)
○ University of California (UC)
○ Technical Colleges

● Types
○ Public
○ Private (e.g. religious, military)
○ Charter
○ Magnet
○ Home
○ Online

Sources: understood.org, babycenter.com

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/finding-right-school/public-private-and-charter-schools-how-they-compare
https://www.babycenter.com/0_school-types-the-difference-between-public-private-magnet-ch_67288.bc


Education Job Search Engines

● K-12: https://www.edjoin.org/
● Higher Education: https://www.higheredjobs.com/
● Facebook Group pagfe

Take 10 minutes exploring and writing interesting jobs 
you found. Be ready to share :)

https://www.edjoin.org/
https://www.higheredjobs.com/


Exploring Job Classifications Differences

● Hourly
● Temporary
● Classified

○ Specialist, Assistants, Technicians

● Faculty / Certified
○ Teachers / Instructors / Professors / Counselors

● Administrators
○ Assistant Principal/ Principles
○ Directors / Deans

● Executive Administrators
○ Chancellors / Vice Chancellors
○ Superintendents
○ President / Vice Presidents



Salaries vary by district

● Santa Ana Unified School District
● Orange Unified School District
● Rancho Santiago Community College District
● CSU professor salary
● UC professor salary
● Transparentcalifornia.com

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ACYBGNR9VlgXvW3VPbAmVIysTNh3WtBqGQ%3A1573011743783&ei=H0HCXe67L5nN0PEP78SVoAc&q=santa+ana+unified+school+district+salary+schedule&oq=santa+ana+unified+school+district+salary+schedule&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0i22i30l5.1945.5105..5162...3.2..0.276.2289.0j17j1......0....1..gws-wiz.......0i71j0j0i67j0i70i251j0i20i263j38j0i13j0i8i13i30.1MBWO7LUdZU&ved=0ahUKEwiux9yx1dTlAhWZJjQIHW9iBXQQ4dUDCAs&uact=5
https://www.orangeusd.org/departments/hr/certificated
https://rsccd.edu/Departments/Human-Resources/Documents/Salary%20Schedules/2018-1029_attachment-11_1819-192day-perm-sal-sch.pdf
https://www2.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/employee-profile/csu-faculty/Pages/average-salaries-for-full-time-faculty-by-rank-and-appointment-type.aspx
https://www.ucop.edu/academic-personnel-programs/compensation/2019-20-academic-salary-scales.html
https://transparentcalifornia.com/


Career Exploration

● CaCareerZone.org
● BLS.gov
● Google “Careers in Education”

Take 10 minutes to explore careers in education, write interesting jobs 
you found, and be ready to share :)

https://www.cacareerzone.org/clusters/detail/CA5
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/


Exploring Educational Institutional Structures

● Every structure is different
● There are so many positions
● There’s always someone higher

● Coastline College
● Walnut High School
● Ocean Grove Charter School

https://www.cccd.edu/employees/resources/Documents/CCCOrgChart.pdf
https://1.cdn.edl.io/lxIV0DcR3OtA37efEFheIPcfpUYdRomdOKlJVDhiagy7LbgY.pdf
https://ogcs.org/files/all_schools/HR/Ocean%20Grove%20Academic%20Organization%20Chart%202018_19.pdf


Exploring College Programs - Beyond Education

● Bachelors: Assist.org
● Masters and PhD: Gradassist.org

Take 10 minutes to explore college programs, write interesting 
programs you found, and be ready to share :)

http://www2.assist.org/exploring-majors/Welcome.do
https://www.gradassist.org/


Next steps

● Continue your search through the different sites
● Browse through educational job search engines
● Gain experience in area of interest ASAP
● Do informational interviews / job shadowing
● Share with your friends
● Ask if you need help



Paolo Varquez, M.S.
Paolovarquez@gmail.com
linkedin.com/in/paolovarquez





Explore Graduate Programs

Gradassist.org

https://www.gradassist.org/

